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The Safe Handling and Storage of Ceramms
Rose Evans
Objects Conservator
Museum of New Zealand

HANDLING

common sense roles:
Problem - ceramics are hard/britile and
break on impact, therefore storage / display
shetild be designed to minimise unnecessary
handling.
Priar to picking up
1. Examine condition.

Are there any repairs as these may

have weakened over the years.

2. Do not use handles or sports.

3.  Remove loose lids prior t¢ movement,

4.  Avoid spplied decorations or labals
(especiafly gilding).

8. Use TWO hands.

6.  Have clean, dry hands with no
Jewellery.

7. " Do not wear ploves as you need a good
grip. Gloves make hands slippery.

RH / TEMPERATURE LIGHT

Avoid temperature / humidity extremes
(rapid changes). Therefore keep out of
sunny spaces or spot lighted displays.

Some glass and glazes are affected by vléra-
violet so do not display in direct sunlight -
always use ulira-violet filters on the win-
dows.

STORAGE

Store in caphoards or shelves with no
vibration / jarring.

Line shelves with soft, mon - fibrous padding
such ag PE foam, sheeting,

If a ceramic is unstable on its base,it should
be supported i.e. use 2 polyethene or cotton
covered polystyrene bead doughnut.

Storage should provide protection from dust.
Use clear plastic drop sheets where no closed
storage is possible.

CLEANING

Keep handling to a minfroum - this also
means routine dusting and cleaning,
Organise storage systems and d:sp]ay sa that
dust and dict does not settle. '

Ceramics should only be cleaned when
deemed ahsolutely necessary, i_e.prior

to exbibition. Conservation advice should
always be songht when able.

Remove surface dirt nsing a soft bristle brush.

Do not nse clothe as this may snag fragile
surfaces. Make sure glazés or decoration

are stable (not flaking hefore using the brush.
If the ceramic, glaze, decoration and joins /
previous mends are stable in water then a
light cleaning may be underiaken.

Never immerse ceramics in water.

Omniy distilled or deionised water should be

nsed
Never use hot water, detergents or bleach,

Always apply using a swab, .
CONSULT A CONSERVATOR.
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EUBBLE FACK

Olher Mames

Falybubblg

This information was given at a seminar that

Chemtical Compasilios

A burrler enated polythene with se bubbles on ong sfds.

took place in Christchurch in November 1993
Qrganised by the Canterbury Disaster Team.

The next workshop will take place in
November 1994 and will be a Disaster Work-
shop on Flooding. There will be a recovery

Supplints Fackaging House Lid
Munufacharers COMEORM, W7 Lid
Lsage Far shart tecin cushioning Latexlaaing and protactive

wrapping of object:

- exrcellent edge protection {tfagng
* Prevents movament

* should ogt be gsed in permanent conkace with atfaet as
palythene detericratws after & process af Hme.

exercise with lectures and practical
applications.

Should anyone require further information
please contact:-

Lynda Wallace, Liasion Officer, Canterbury |

Museum, Rolleston Ave, Christchrrch.

Working Infaomation

(See nbove) Awailable in 3 standard dires:
Rolla: 440 mom » &0 mid
B0 eom x 60 mid
1300 mum 3 50 ol

As well a5 n paper bubble mlls, polythene sheats and
bags

- Bubbles should alwavs bq on outelde of packing as
Indentations caused by Laverted tabbles on elect
Furface hawe been noted, : :

Tel (03) I66E3TI,

CALICD

Othey Blamies

Chemleal Campasitlan

100, cottan, Ane feven weave, whits or uobleached.
Wash ko remove Fizing,

Suppliers

Admmead Haoldings fwholesals)
Haberdashery

Manufactusees

Ackmead Held;
(See Dagron Wadding b )

Price.  Calloe unbleached white, per metre
127 an (w} §L65 par mebre
¥37 o (W) 5225 per metre

LHage

To support buffering material (Dacon, polys bmene beads,
cattan bairng] in wx of pillow, doughnut mushiand and

dude sheers.

Warking T:‘l,fum:atid'n.

COTTON TAFE

Cuher Mumes

Linen tape - nen diffarent bo eotton! Alta yecy expansiva
and ot necessary.

Chermicad Compoaltion

1005 coton plain wedve.

Suppliers

Ackmead Holdings Group
Haberdashery aupplies

dlanufaciuters

Aukmend Holdings Group {sa¢ Daoon Wadding
Lntorma Ban}

Price: Coton llnen tape unbleached
5 mm (wd o 1000 m 2120 pec ceel

US:I.EI:'

Tu sewure pbjects, fragile, ponobiy during transport,
Storage 4be

Wocking Inlammallon

Aveallable in, varying thicdoness and golour, out to length
neydad,




DACRON WADDHNG

HOT MELT ADHESIVE

hher Namum

Tutrgn waddlng

Cher Names

Thermopgrlp Y6363, Bosilk 3 m A7, Evo-Sdck 7702,

Chemical Compasdilan

Fitwe material made from [oyary of bonded pelyestar (nof
di .

Chemical Compoaliion

Maln component gthylenes vinyl aciate co-polymer
suitabla for construeting shorage support.

Suppliess

Ackmead Haldings (Whelesnle)
Hahrdn&'huy

Eanufachirers

EMlis Fibre, Tunzdin
LAILET

Ackmend Holdings Croup Lid

55 Sydney Street, Parome, Welllngton
Phone: S68-5322

Fax:  B6E-501

Poicg:  [aeron rebl 15 matee {F $137.70
55,18 per matre, weight - far

Usage

Supplicn Hardware g gontact manuladwrer far wosldwlde
dls ribullom,

Manufachurers Bostik, AW Company Evede Lid
Shauld not be wsed dirsetly on chjects.

Making =u| eclally wilh polyethylene foamrs,
Lhe with pgﬁ':“bu?fd textlles, polyethylens fcame and
roda, Tyvek

To make containars, suppors for storage, dbsplay and
travl.

Woacking Infamtuallon

Uzage

Eitueriva for padding it objects and oo Whan used
with bextles atc are buffer matedal sdviqble. Sorage
suppon pillows, cushioning, bulfzring of clbjecrs and
1esiilas.

Warklng Informatlon

Very Lightwelght, good tansile shength, mildew and jnasst
Tesistant, ks hydeophopis Meldng point 245-290TC.
Comas in varying weights 19 o

Biust have [oolating layer between Dacren and objert a5
may eabeh, Le- ealleo, Bheem call-alr, tyvak.

FPOLYETHYLENE BACKER LROD

O ther BMames

Flastic tubing

Chemical Composition

Extruded, elowsd cell' polyathylens foam. Heroules Backer
Foud has been conservation tested C©CL haowerer other
brands should be ecrad Babore usa. Dwo pob use
polyur=thane backer rods,

EVAZUTE

Other Mames

EVA foam

Chemical Composition

Cross-dinked efosed call femt EVA co pelymer, theeefore
nat as akahle as Plas@robs,

Suppllecs

T ki Figlay Co Inc.
10 Kelly Caurt
hienlo Fark, Ch,
Tal:  415.325-8770
B0 2ez-9919
Fax: 415,32%h01

Blamufacharers

Applied Extrusion Technalogio Ine. - maker of Heroules
Batkar Fod (HEH]

T=age

Temghnut suppare
Gasketing for exhibit cases and #orage cabinets
Collare for suppiert of objects.

Suppllers Thomdon Rubber {Lower Hutt)
Ttralon {Chclatshurd)

Manufacturars BT Plastlcs [Eng)

Uaags Sex Plastazote

Yorking [nfommakion Zewr Plaotazate

Wrking Information

Varisty of dlsmsters b - 247

Flexlbla, strarng eushioning support.
Cuk with ¥nife « do not use beat quitting equipment.

Can attach using ot melt adhesives, or heat gun

HICORE COBRUGATED BOARD

Dther Names POLYURETHANE FOAM
Themicel © 1] Falythene” qee cr-polymer.
o L Tapaeen Y Polyppy e Cither Mamea Chip foam

Suppliers katra Flast

20 MNatre Came Chemleal Composltion

CF 510 - -

L Supplivs Wilggins Teape (Papar House) Wellingtan
Brcle (o o s
) Thermdan Fubber {Lerver Hol)

Tal: 514-BIETT] ¥ita NZ Ltd {Upper Hutt)

T S14-8352215 Manufacturers Wit NZ Lid
Manubcmrect Usage ghaet b packingfatoeage for elbjects, cushian agminat
Uaaga Large, stomg boees and sorage drawees, LUise as fat vibradion, mnpac:

support with & polyethylens foam for oushioning, ie. pack
Feam acd Bheem cell-air.

Warking Infermation

Yarylng thicknesses - wp ba 140 mm ihick Stable, Dat
baard, very stmong support, Fmooth Aateh, Cut o ldeal
skzp, B ’

Vorking Informatlon

Available it varylng alzes and thickasaces, eover & ooy
periad af Hme becomes embritled and leaches addle
proparties.

= must usa solatiog layer batwgan polystyrene balls and
okjkct, ke, @lico, ek, Rheem wmll-air.

MYLAR

Other Martwea

RHEEM CELL-AIR

Chemical Composition

Pure palyeater, ransparent flm, Olher Mames Tapex
Suppllen Ransons Chemicy] Composition | Polyethylane :
blan wfacturera Cuponlt Suppliers Tackpzing Hause (VWelllngeon)
Vsage Encapsulation. Windaus oo storage oxes fuse doukle MlanufacnasTs

sided aps 1o anach on [mierier)

Temporarily endade 2pacimens for axhlbit,

Exhibldng dacuments.

May Be waed ta prevent acld migrating in woodan deaswer
units (Blotier placed ower blylor sheeth

Taage

Packing material/lsoladng bacter for Packhoses, Dacrom.
polysryrene Swrage Suppors.

Working Infoomation

Lightweight, slable, daar sheat film. Warying thicknesses-
Creates stade « do mat place adjacent to fragile medium,
le. pagee], fharaaal durfacess,

Warking Inforsnation

L1590 Contalng no volaille aubitances manutaciuced from
food grade LDPE nein, Wl plus extrusion processing.

* imjnar percemiage which is non-tasic and USEDWA
approved]




FPACKFDAM

3M #4115 DOUBLE COATED TAPE

Dther Mames

Nfiy foam, ity pak, Rigid foam, Ethaimam,

Other Mama

Double-alded ape

Cheoleal Composillan

Cross linked, opid, dosed cell polyethyleng foam

Soppllers

Durlop Flexible Fgama (Importers)

Chesttical Composilion

Transparent double-sided @pe wiil agylc bagrd adheslva
ona palyeshr curder.

Manufacturery

BXT. Flasilca (Eng)

Dunlop Flexible Foams (Importers)
47-39 Haryis Boad, East Tamaki, Auckland

Suppllers Conserration blaberlala Lid
Light Impressions
Manulacturesy ad

bk apeciiic forma:

= anble matgrial

= available bn two ticknesser 50 mm, 100 mm Planks
- Mot ta be meolded uslng heat appacats

- should havg non-sbragive isolating layer such as

T O Bax 58-1346, Greenmiount, Aucdsbnd, Uaage Uaed with Mylar aheslng | Ly
ng o ancapaulsie labels. For lon
Phone: {09) Z74-5799 o short tern sharag, display, packing materials, f.e. B
Fax: 09 27— wlddwe in storape bootes,
Ethafoam 220 E Plants 100 man W) Wazking Information Inart, non-yetlowing, revarsible with salvents.
P:mm senetive, Ava.i!nl:-]z in 345 yard rolls, %7 47, and
Price: 600 % 30 = 549,20 1" widthe. Do gt usa direely on cbiacts,
4750 x SO0 % 100 - 16530
FCL Lats
Unage Packaglig, stwrage maunty, display supports. TYVEK
Warking Information Lightwelght, sttong, eastly mallaskle using cutng utengils Other Names

Chemical Compasitinon

Spun-bonded oleRin is 100¥% polysthylene fbre, corona
weated o improve ink adbedlon and coated with ang-
stabic ag=nt

Fheem cell-air, calles, Suppliara Paper House
Fabo-Cell
Manufactur=rs Trapanl
'|__ PLASTOZ OTE ifaage Cavers interleaving hebwean materlals, errer obfects
protection agalnat dusk, cerin amount of water
Qlher Mames Folyethylane faam, PE fgam ghaoepten, Isolating layer for $torage suppors:
Chemical Compaslion | Law density, crosa-linked polyethyleng foam (chased cely Woaldng Informakion. | Smong, lightwsight, festhle, smonth ant-stafic avallable In
Supplies Tharndon. Rubber (Laver Haty she=t andd rolls. Limibed resistance ta water, chamicals
ltratan Produces (Chrisicharch) and abrasion.
"Chanlog Flexible Foams [Auckland)
Manufactucers BXL Flastica (Eng
Uaage Fackoging/Storage - mushionlng/shack ab=grption -
- material, ideal supportsbuffer of heavy or demse abjects.
¥odking Enfosmaation Condervalian statde materdal prefersbis m Falyurethane,
Evazota frama. Available in vardng thicknesses from 3-
30 mm and diffeting length. . Easlly qut swith gharp kanife VELCRO
fe subeed dlcnensions.  Variety of oolours.
Other Names

POLYPROPELENE ELUTE BOARD

Chernicz]l Compued Hin

Suppllem

Ackmezd Group Lid (Wellington}

Packaging/storage supports, containers, backing boards,
Diaplay mponts (21 s

Working [hfocmation

Lightvalght arable, fac baard, Swmp guppart, smooth
surfacg, @t to siza svited, ldeal for storage of heavier
object (portable)

Qther Mamasy Corilule, Aute board, Coroplast, <oc-x, polyflute Huberdashery Stores
Chemial, Compasition Falyprapylene Falyethylene, ¢o-palymer. el ez Telan MZ L6]
Supplie= Cromarvation Supplles (WeHington) Usage Suppot faswning of bextlle materials and raEmer,

Cratel Systems Lid [Lower Hickt) archival bages, |
MEnwfacturers Gratel Syitems Lid [Dannevirks) Wacking Information Woven nylon and [cop EasEmengs eonsists of pains - one
Li=age strip with minuee hesoka, the other Yoops, availabie in

stripa or dob. Alsp purchased with v withont adhesive
, Backin, . :

POLYSTYRENE

Ciher Mames

Band balls, palyatyrene blacks, polyballs

Chemieal Coorpasiton

Suppliers Bz faporpan (Taia)
Lanlds Craft Shop

Manufactures Bet Interrpan, § Paga Grove, Wingats
Phone: Se7-1455

Poly uyrene manufaguarers

Peless $40.00 per bag Darge) 15.03.53

Vaage

dhore Yerm packing/storage material of large ghjects

Working Infarmaiion

Expanded foam
- geod wonlding charaeterishics, palystyrene eanily cut
with sharp knlfe or hot wire

- Nghtwelght packing manedial to Al vakt and cushlon
against impact, however should gnly be used short
i &3 malesial by unstable and ac [?:.igh emperature
gives olf poxlouws fumes,

= muit have olating layer belwean palyatyrens and
object, &g eallen, Rheam cell-air, ryvedk, Eic.




GUIDELINES FOR HANDLING
CERAMICS

BY LYNN CAMPBELL
CONSEVATOR
MCDOUGALL ART GALLERY

Keep working areas neat and clean.,
Never be in a hurry

Always have clean hands or surgical gloves to
handle ceramics. :

Do not hendle or carry more than one object at
a time.

ALWAYS USE BOTH HANDS.

Prepare the passageway ensuring that doors

. are open and that a resting place for the object

has heen prepared.

Understand exactly what is to be done with the
chject before you move it.

Be aware of special requirements of the
material mvolved.

Never walk backwards in the vacinity of other
objects.

Handle works as little as possible.
Keep a leokout for damage.
Keep a watch for objects left in a potentially

dangerous position and try to rectify the situa-
tion.




Handling Decorative Arts eg Ceramics

Lift objects by sliding one hand underneath the
object and steadying the body of the ohject
with the other.

Never lift by handles or edges. These can be
the weakest parts despite being designed for
being carried.

If the ceramic is carried in a box or tray stand
the object in its most stable position before
moving. For example, bowls are often wider
at the rim than the base and should be trans-
ported in the inverted position.

Ensure that the objects are in pood condition
and not likely to fall apart when picked up.

Unpacking Notes
Do not hurry.

If packing is damaged or inadequate a photo-
graph may be useful for insurance claims,

Take careful notes of all labels and do as they
instruct.

Cut or undo fastenings. Do not rip,

Make sure that the object is unwrapped on 2
stable sbrface to ensure safety should the work
fall.

Retain packing materials if they are to be
reused and are reusable.

If the work is in a crate do not damage the
crate getting into it.

Take poloroids of works inside to ensure you
are repacking corectly.

It is always safer to pack individually in sepa-
rate boxes and which can then be placed inte a
larger communal crate. In this way there is no
risk of shiftig packaging damaging the object

All objects should be completely covered with
a prece of acid free tissue. DO NOT TAPE.

If there are protrusions make soft rolls of
dacron covered with unbleached cotton to
cover these areas.

After this cover with 2 material such as bubble
pack this can be secured with one smail piece .
of tape.

The puiling off of large pieces of tape can
cause extensive damage when being unpacked.

When being packed / unpa-;ked only one item
at 4 time should be on the working surface.

{lear labelling of the outside of the box is
essential. A diagram showing the method of
packing on the cutside is a good idea with 2
drawing of the object to describe its form.

When unpacking fragile objects all the packing
must be removed from around the object
before trying to release it from the box. Do
not attempt to pull the object out.

In storage ceramics should be covered to
preverit dust settling and where possible dis-
played in 2 dust free environment.

Reading L ist

Conservalion and Restoration for Small
Museums (1981)

Western Australia Museum, Franeis St, Perth
Western Australia 6000,

M Taylor, A Manual for the Handling and
Packaging of Museum Objects. AGMANZ
CIOMONZ, P.O. BOX 447, Wellington.




